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ITALY 
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The iajSS^in Italy today la the question of ••reunification 
Of the country ’ s two socialist factlons-the left-wing and Communist- 
allied Nennl Socialists (600,000 members) and the right-wing, 
government-allied Social Democratic Part, led by Sarag.t (300,000 

members) . 

A Following a meeting on 35 August, Nenni and Saragat declared they 
had reached an -understanding., on all proMjJM connected _.«*» 
eventual merger of Ihelr two parties. 
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B. t-V^Ma Jbr^dif ferenees are still unresolved, however, and a unified 

.>?• ' ■ ■■■ . '■ ■• , .- ' 

f ,'u ta 1 la n Soc ia 1 ist party seems unlikely for at least another year, 

•:> ' •••.. • 

■•v .,.’ ';■> •: ■ • ' "•••■•' .• \ . 

C. At present, there appears to be three chief obstacles to the 

merger. These are*. - 

1. The Nenni Socialists’ undemocratic internal organization; 

2. Their strong pro-Communist faction, and 

3. The problem of Communist control of Italian organized labor. 

D. One puzzle is that Nenni's left wing, the group closest to the 
Italian Communists, is reportedly opposing the merger, even 
though the Italian Communists have given it their blessing. 
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We have reached these conclusions regarding an eventual Socialist % 
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Such a move m ight result in political benefits in Italy. This 
assumes that the Nenni Socialists sincerely rid themselves of 
their communist ties, that the two parties merged on a democratic 
basis and that the new party adhered to the .principles of the 
Socialist International. Under these circumstances, Italy might 
then possess the basis: 

1. for developing a democratic, alternative on the left, 

2. for the advancement of much-needed economic and social 


reforms, and 

3 . for delivering a severe blow to Communist strength and 


*s*n%VWf 


prestige , 
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On balance, however, we feel that the dangers; in reunification 
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more than outweigh these possible advantage's . Ig: 

The fact is that the Nenni Socialists outnumber the Social 
Democrats by two to one, so that a merger would soon result 
in Saragat *s party being absorbed by Nenni* s. 

1. Unless the Nenni Socialists were purged of its pro-Communist 

and Communist elements* the reunified group probably would 

_ *' 

end up under Communist control. r 
Moreover, Nenni’s twenty years of collaboration with Communism 
leaves us with serious doubts regarding his sincerity in wishing 
to make a break now. v 
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And even if we 
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1V : Has Nenni the skill and tenacity required to make a clean 

break with the Communists, and still maintain control of 


his party and a hold on the electorate? 

2 Even if he succeeded in this, would he not, in the .last " 

analysis, use his influence to bring the Italian Government 
around to a policy of neutralism? .V'.-.'VS' 

In this connection, we cannot ignore the possibility that Nenni’ s 
moves are part of a larger Communist design — aimed not only at 
breaking the Christian Democrats’ hold on the Italian Government 
but also at serving Communist purposes in Western Europe 
in general. . fif 
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1. it may well be significant that N^ni'^mOTe coincides 

Soviet efforts to bring about popular front governments 
and neutralism in all of Western Europe. 
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